
9th June 2012: Presentation of Hungarian national traditions 

 

On 9th June we visited Vál to get a glimpse of the traditions still cultivated in this small 

village. Vál is not a special place, it’s a typical village in Hungary, with 2500 inhabitants, 45 

km from the capital city, Budapest. The mayor of the village, Tamás Bechtold made a 

short speech in the morning, and he told us some words about the history of the 

settlement. Then the international group wreathed the tomb of the famous poet who 

grew up in the village, János Vajda. 

Our first trip led us to the village’s potter, who presented us briefly the basics of this 

trade. She makes traditional earthenware pots and clay objects in her workshop. Then we 

went out to the wilderness to visit the ’Hun horsemen of Vál’. The leader of the group, 

Botond Berecz and his group believe that the Hungarians are descendants of the Huns, 

and regard the Hun’s glorious past with nostalgia. They prepare traditional armours and 

weapons, which were used by our nomadic ancestors in the past, and in their free time 

they practice martial arts. First we were invited to sit down in the ’yurta’ (nomadic tent 

used by the Hungarians before and even after the occupation of present-day Hungary), in 

the traditional way.  

Then we were shown horseback attacks with different weapons: spears, swords, daggers, 

axes and bows. The group members presented the tactics used by our ancestors: they hid 

in the fields in small groups and attacked us in surprise, so we could feel how sudden and 



frightening an attack like this could be in the past. At the end of the presentation, all of us 

could try riding on horses and shooting with arrows from horseback. 

After having lunch in the local restaurant, our interpreter—a professional folk dancer—

was showing us traditional national costumes, as she is a collector of them. Then the 

village’s folk dance group arrived with some fiddlers and had a nice performance. At the 

end, all of us were involved in the party: the folk dance teacher taught us to dance ’csárdás 

of Mezőföld’. ’Mezőföld’ is the name of the region around Vál, and ‘csárdás’ is the most 

famous folk dance throughout Hungary. Unfortunately, we had to finish the 

merrymaking, because we had some other plans for the day. 

 

Then we went to the Catholic Church. It was interesting, because Vál has the ninth 

biggest church in Hungary, although it’s only a small village. We looked at the frescos and 

the carved furniture inside, then went on to the local firemen’s former building, which 

was built in 1888. The building used to have a fire tower in the past, which they are 

planning to rebuild. After looking at the objects that had been used in firefighting, we 

walked up to the cemetery and looked at the tomb of the Ürményi family. The Ürményi 

family used to be the owners of the village. They were the ones who built the Catholic 

Church in classicist style, and their mausoleum is also a masterpiece of classicist 

architecture. 

We finished the day in the mayor’s in-laws’ vineyard. As wine making is a traditional 

activity in Hungary—Greek and Hungarian are the only languages in Europe who have 



non-Latin words for wine—, many families have their own vineyards in villages like Vál. 

One of the organizers of the day cooked us some delicious beef goulash in a pot in the 

open air. We could also taste different kinds of ‘pálinka’ (traditional Hungarian spirits) 

and some of the owner’s wines. We were invited into the wine cellar, and were also shown 

some vine cultivating methods. 

 

We spent a nice time in Vál, and the foreign guests were surprised that many of the old 

traditions are still maintained in the small village. With the mayor, who is also a prominent 

member of the folk dance group, some of the village-dwellers come together to practice 

folk dancing every week. They do it as a hobby, and they themselves pay the costs of their 

clothes. The ’Hun horsemen of Vál‘ also gather together regularly and are not supported 

financially by anyone, they pay for all the costs of their activities. The village potter uses 

traditional methods in her job as well, only the furnace is modernized. We came home 

from the trip with a lot of new experiences and useful knowledge. 


